RO PV N U RRET S

O - question whether Humphrey

* ... WASHINGION POST' AND
.. XIMES HERALD

L

' ; S ) '
Approved For Relea&e: 2000/09/08AUGA-RDRES-00001R000100160064-0

. ‘ s,

Q

Y- RSN T ¢ B -|<'"'---~ CERLE YA

o

;’\
:
3
h
]
'
!

e,

| EnSid@ R@p@l’t .o '6\ By Rowland Evans
Humphrey and Foreign Policy | &)

CPYRGHT

S et S oo

) .

Loy . rox
. ¥ K B
i ¥

and Rébgrt N O'_v'ak i 1 '

.

! : R
FETEN Jal

O L R I L

Lo
Vo
s

i
14

~ WHEN TOP policy mak- T
-ers of the U.S. Govern- |
ment gathered about the
long, gleaming table in the
‘White House Cabinet Room
‘to make Viet-Nam decisions,
here was one notable.absen- -
‘tec: Hubert H. Humphrey. -
This was no exceptional
omission. By no stretch of
' the imagination is the Vice <
: President in theé inner poli- -
» ey - making circle Haround, ~ Novak
* President Johnson, He is at . . :
: 1 * ; the, inner circle. He was not
J ﬁ;’;‘ge]cei;%g;fmm-me erith- ' consulted during the ear-
1 Indeed, some high offi.
Y gials inside the Government
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‘

..of the Dominican crisis, Lat- *
er, however, as the U.S.!:

?could jump in and assume -
" {immediate direction over all - "
{ foreign policy if a vacancy - of the Pre;idents strategy
iy - existed in the Bessions. - :
. Presidency. -+ . As_for Yiet:Nam, the Vice
ALTHOUGH successive ' 'of the  President’s.large-
Presidents have made prog-~. scale briefings for members
ress in dealing the Viee - of Congress, but is not a fix-
President in on the great . ture in the. secret meetings
¥ problems of national secuti-" of the declsion-making
"ty (Vice President Harry. S. -.‘.ETOHD.‘;.;-J-"“ S .
Truman didn’t even know /~ Anar from

crises,. he

_bomb) there is a long way" regular _exposure _.to_ top.

yet to go, and often less and '
less time to hake critical
u nuclear-age decisions, ey athid he State
. Consider, for example, .-and " Defense” Departments,
i the two great foreign crises ' With-“sor'-'-much""pre_ss“m*'e',to’

. froniz.ghe, . Central ~ Intclli-
A

‘~Johnson—the occupation of “‘rial into the White House
" Santo Domingo and the | j¢ is e .
; more recent s%ssions -ahuut? it is jnevitablethat. Hum-
“how far and how fast 10 €5- {9 gapn “hanivot
 calate the war in Viet-Nam. ;' . qoomnc & - .
Humphrey - was' on ‘the.’| NO PARTICLE of blame .
‘edge’ of decision-making .in. - can be attached to the.Vice ‘
t.both these crises, but not'in ' President himself for - this:
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- “him*in, Humphrey craves:

. ventional channels of ‘infor-’

;,/through a novel route. Dis-;

liest, most desperate stages:.

dilemma  there became -

-chronic, he sat in .on many i ‘phrey

. ~billed as a purely ceremo- i of party politics or person-.-

. President is a regular at ail .

»- superior

.the existence of the A: " gooc” st have automatic,, diers were punished for tell-

gecret reports and briefings™

A

‘ N ., the President,
. that have confronted Mry ‘' rysh this top-priorily. mate-: -

phirey sometimes is forgot-,

“confidentlal ~and "~ secret | hasn't:been  before and he
su-y.channels that too, often are. BTt HOARYS ey ]

oldle Ul Titairs—Adtirouwsty
‘Lyndon Johnson as Vice{
President chewed up Statey - .'" 07 oo et
Department briefing offi-y . el i oo
cers. for breakfast and some-3 - -0t T T e
‘times rebuffed efforts to fill‘;, o

information of all kinds on{ T S
foreign policy. ¥ . ) o

In fact, early this sum-}
mer he jumped over con-¢

@

oSSt

‘mation to investigate some:!
of the Vietnamese problems ;

- patched by the President to
Ft. Bragg, N.C, to greet re-3
.turning Special Forces sol- ¢
-diers (the natly green beret',, .. : . N
men) from Viet-Nam, Hum- L THIé IS a dilemma of
turned what was . government, not a problem’

*nial mission into an ingen- *f¢ ality. But even in the vfpoliti-‘,
.jous fact-finding mission. = ! cal sphere, Humphrey's
Humphrey asked the Te- | arm’'s-length removal from
+turning soldiers to give him foreign policy decisions is
“their own private version of | certainly no help—particu- ..
_what was going wrong in larly in view of the.suddrng
Viet-Nam. He warned their |j emergence of Arthur Gold-J. -~
officers that he | “Wefg as~foreign-policy stari ]
would hold them- personally |j=- Goldbcrg;‘-former"Cabln"et" ‘
responsible 1f any of the sol- ‘member, former Supreme
Court Justice, and now- Am-
\bassador to the United Na-
tions, is a man with John-
" son-sized ambitions. Some
‘Democrats are already spec-
ulating about’ the possibili-
‘ty of Goldberg’s moving
onto: the presidential ticket.|
But. this is speculation as
thin as a gossamer wing.
The fundamental point is
that the Vice President.

.ing the truth as they saw it.
The result: The Vice Pres--
ident got an earful of down-
‘to-earth problems in Viet
‘Nam not available even to

But the Vice President of
the United States hasn't
- much time to spend prowl-.
~ing through barracks  and
getting the ‘word from the'
. troops, He ought to get his'| "ought To-be at tie vital cen-
'.;'meormation through more [ tet”"of " foréign  policy "yues-
conventional . channels=—the. {- t .o n 8-~ Unfortunately; " he
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